March 1915

Our men were in the thick of it in March 1915. The 1st Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment were still taking turns in the trenches at Kemmel, and although it was largely quiet, they were involved in some serious action on 12th March, resulting in the loss of several officers, including Captain Viner Johnson of Market Lavington, and 29 other ranks were killed, including John Burgess of Easterton.
The 2nd Battalion were also heavily engaged near Neuve Chappelle. At the beginning of the month they were billeted at Estaires, and at 1pm on 10th March they received orders to advance and clear some German trenches. At first all went well and they took 108 prisoners and gained control of the trenches. However at 5.30am on 12th March, just as rations were arriving, the Germans carried out a bomb attack along the trench. It was here that William Nugent Comyn from West Lavington was killed, along with two officers and 18 other men.

On 26th March the battalion received a letter from the Divisional Headquarters. It read: “The Divisional General has received the report of the fighting near Neuve Chappelle, between the 10th and 14th March. He commends the conduct of the 2nd Bn Wiltshire Regt in the stubborn fighting in difficult trench country and much deplores the losses sustained by this Battalion.”
William Nugent Comyn  killed in action 11th March 1915

William was born in Upton Park, London on 27th February 1881, the son of retired mariner Francis Sarsfield Comyn, and his wife Eliza Jane Barber. He grew up in Birmingham with an older sister, Sophia.

He was educated privately in Birmingham and then trained as an engineer. In 1903 he went to South Africa where he stayed for two years.

He married Elizabeth May Clements in 1906, and the couple settled in Kings Norton, where William worked as a commercial traveller.

Shortly after 1911 William and his wife moved to West Lavington where they lived at a property called Engadine.

William volunteered at the outbreak of war, enlisting in the Wiltshire Regiment at Lavington on 8th September 1914. He trained at Weymouth and within a couple of months he was promoted to Lance Corporal. He went to France on 12th December 1914 with the 2nd battalion of the Wiltshires. He was killed in action at Neuve Chapelle on 12th March 1915, and is buried at the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery at Souchez. The 2nd Wiltshires were in the trenches, receiving their rations at 5.30am when they suffered a German bombing raid along the length of the trench.

William and Eliza had no children, but William’s older sister Sophia married Walter Edmund Packwood in 1902, and she has grandchildren living in Wellingborough, Northamptonshire.

If you have any further information, please contact Lyn Dyson 01380 8143943 or e-mail: lyndadyson@yahoo.co.uk

