WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING GROUP MEETING 27 JANUARY 2015, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                                                MINUTES                                                                                             
Present: Cllr S Gamble (Chairman); Mr S Barr; Cllr S Coxhead; Mr G Evans; Miss E Hinton; Cllr M May; Mr J Miles-Hobbs; Miss S Newson; Mr P Rayner; Rev. P Strowger; Mr C Thorne.
Apologies:   Mr N Barnes; Cllr E Evans; Cllr M Page. 
Also present: P Baxter (Clerk).
14/15/015  Declarations of interest


In answer to a question, the Clerk provided guidance on interpretation of rules on declaration of interests. Mr May and Miss Newson declared pecuniary interests and abstained from voting on related matters. 
 14/15/016
Minutes of the last meeting

                    The minutes of the last meeting, amended from those circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
14/15/017
Core Group update

The Chairman reported that the remainder of the Locality funding grant had now been received. The Core Group had met twice since the last Steering Group with the purpose of analysing the Consultant’s site analysis report. The complexity of this analysis necessitated the postponement of the last scheduled Steering Group meeting and diary availability meant this meeting was the first opportunity to review the outcome. 
14/15/018 Core Strategy


 The Chairman confirmed that the Core Strategy had been formally adopted by Wiltshire Council on 20 January. Mr Thorne noted the significance of this step as it provided the planning framework within which Neighbourhood Plans would then exist. Wiltshire Council were now known to be bringing forward their own site identification proposals for consultation (beginning with a conference on 4 March) with the overall intention of demonstrating a rolling 5-year land supply for housing across the County within the Core Strategy. Mrs Gamble noted that the role of a Neighbourhood Pan is to put the community in control of a process whereby suitable sites might be found, but that it is important that both parish and county processes are harmonised. Several sites within the parish boundaries have already been brought forward by their owners directly to Wiltshire Council and appear on its list of potential available sites.
14/15/019 Exclusion of press and public


 Mr Coxhead proposed, seconded by Mr Barr and with all agreed that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item on the Agenda as it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act, 1972 and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure as the item relates to private and commercially sensitive interests and the public interest in seeking this exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure because of the need to protect the privacy of those with such  interests.

14/15/020 Analysis of site assessments

Mr Barr introduced a spreadsheet used to interpret the results of the Consultant’s use of Appendix C to assess the 14 sites identified by the Exclusion/Inclusion methodology. The analysis set out the results by raw scores, weighted by first past the post, and weighted by average with each exercise producing an order of suitability based on the agreed criteria.

Mr Thorne then introduced a discussion paper setting out how the provided scores can be used to combine their objectivity with practical application to produce a short list. It would be that list that the Consultant would then be asked to use to identify and contact the respective landowners and invite them to consider whether they would wish their land to be identified as potentially suitable for development, subject to public consultation and more thorough technical feasibility studies such as access. The Group considered each identified site and selected those for a short list, adding sites 9 and 10 to those proposed. Recommendation a) was agreed for proposing to the Parish Council.
14/15/021 Press and public readmitted (none present)

14/15/022 Policies development


The Chairman introduced a circulated paper setting out a range of suggested policy areas for development, and asked that additions and comments be received in the next 7 days to permit further work to commence. Mr Thorne explained how this work will be used to shape both the overall context of the Plan and specific requirements to be made of any development proposals brought forward.
14/15/023 Next steps


 The Chairman noted that after ratification of the site assessment recommendations by the Parish Council the Consultant would be commissioned to approach the selected landowners. The front cover of the Draft Plan was circulated for information, as was the outline drafting structure of the document.
14/15/024 Next meeting
                     Agreed as 17 March 2015                     Signed……………….……………………….………. (Chairman) 17 March 2015
