WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING GROUP MEETING 17 SEPTEMBER 2013, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                                                MINUTES                                                                                             
Present: Cllr S Gamble (Chairman); Mr N Barnes; Mr S Barr; Cllr M May; Miss S Newson; Mr P Rayner; Mr C Thorne.
Apologies:  Mr C Barker-Wyatt; Mrs J Byford; Cllr E Evans; Miss E Hinton; Mr P Langham; Mr J Miles-Hobbs.
Also present: Mr C Minors [WC]; P Baxter(Clerk).


  









                  ACTION
13/14/008 Minutes of the last meeting

                     The minutes of the last meeting, previously circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
13/14/009
Plan Area designation

The Chairman reported that the Designation Order had now been made by Wiltshire Council and noted that although no responses to the consultation had been received from neighbouring parishes, there was a clear need (and a duty) to consult with them as the Plan progressed.
13/14/010
Appointment of Consultancy

The Chairman reported that following an Invitation to Tender process, in which five firms were approached to bid for the commission, two responded and from those bids one had been selected for pre-contract discussions. The Council had delegated authority to the Clerk to enter into an arrangement with the preferred bidder, pending the outcome of a meeting with its representatives and the Core Group. That meeting demonstrated that Impact Planning Services Ltd would be a satisfactory partner and terms were agreed. Funding has already been provided to the Parish Council by Locality, on behalf of Government. 
13/14/011
Draft Issues report

The Chairman thanked each of the sub group authors, all of whom had provided so much material for the composite Draft Issues report now circulated. Before proceeding to discuss the Report, the Chairman introduced Chris Minors (CM), Wiltshire Council Liaison Officer, who gave an overview of progress with neighbourhood planning across Wiltshire. CM confirmed that this group was on course, and had clearly made significant progress, whilst emphasising that engaging with the wider community to influence the Plan was a key element. CM advised that Wiltshire Council were arranging workshops in mid-November to assist local groups, and to answer many common questions arising.


CM continued by suggesting that a first round of consultation could be used to test preliminary understanding of issues brought forward from the community already, and some draft Objectives arising from those, before progressing to proposals. Offering the opportunity to discuss what residents ‘cherish or wish to change’ could be very informative and promote buy-in from participants. CM confirmed that the Plan, whilst controlling proposals for development, cannot be used to prevent development. A general discussion ensued on what may and may not be included in a ‘development plan’ based on land use and sustainability.

CT returned to the Issues Report and it was agreed that in the light of these discussions that each of the chapter authors now revisit their reports and refine the content to suit the guidance received. Each Group member may also comment on other sections, and the Clerk advised that an online ‘Dropbox’ facility was now being arranged to permit easier file access.
13/14/012 Next steps

The Chairman distributed a summary of the Community Facilities chapter for information, noting that the Plan should at some point consider the provision for allotments, the management and promotion of rights of way, and community transport schemes.


CM undertook to provide further guidance on the content of a neighbourhood plan, with examples from those further advanced or approved around the country, together with sources of information on public open spaces and a copy of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) for the Area.
13/14/013 Next meeting


The next meeting was set for 12 November 2013 in the Giles Room.
                                          Signed……………………………………..……………. (Chairman)  12 November 2013
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