Percy John Nash
Percy John Nash was born in West Lavington in 1887, the son of George Nash, a general labourer from Devizes, and his wife Jane Warman. Sadly, Jane Nash died shortly after giving birth to Percy. 

Percy was sent to live with a nurse, Mary A Smart at 2 Romains Yard, New Park Street, Devizes. Mary was an elderly widow who took in orphans. In 1891 she had a seven year old boy boarding with her, as well as three year old Percy and an eight month old baby. She must have done a good job, because in those days motherless infants did not always fare well.

Meanwhile Percy’s father, George, went to live with an uncle who lived in Swindon. He probably worked at the Railway works, as in 1901 he was recorded as an engine builder’s labourer. He remarried in 1895, and he and his new wife, Emily Carter, had two more children. Percy went to live with his father and stepmother.
By 1911 Percy was working as a baker. He went to live in the Rhondda.

Percy joined the East Surrey Regiment. He was killed in action on 8th May 1917 during an attack on Fresnoy. He is remembered on the Arras memorial, but has no known grave, and no known local memorial.

Battery Sergeant Major William Hall

William Hall is buried in our churchyard. He was born in London in 1890 and enlisted as a regular soldier when he was aged twenty. He served with the Royal Field Artillery in South Africa, where he was mentioned in dispatches. During the Great War the Royal Field Artillery supported the front line soldiers by providing artillery fire both before and during attacks. The importance of the artillery cannot be over-estimated. Contrary to popular belief it resulted in far more casualties than machine gun fire. Sergeant Major Hall would have been responsible for several teams of horse-drawn artillery pieces, and he saw service in both the Ypres Salient and the Somme.

Towards the end of the war, or even after the armistice, William was posted to Chapperton Down Artillery School near Imber, where he served as an instructor. Most of the officers undergoing training were billeted in Salisbury, but local buildings were also commandeered, including a cottage at Cornbury Farm, St Joan A Gore Farm, stables at Home Farm, and West Lavington’s Elementary School- the old primary school, now Dauntsey’s Art Department.  The army shared the premises with the pupils.

Following the armistice, the country was suffering from the influenza pandemic. William Hall died in March 1919 from ‘valvular heart disease and influenza.’ He died at Fargo Military Hospital near Durrington, and his address was shown as the Primary School. At the time of his death, William’s wife, who lived in Bradford, Yorkshire, had just given birth to his son, who sadly only lived for two weeks. She was unable to arrange his funeral, and so he was buried here in our churchyard.  His grave has been visited by his descendants over the years. He may be recorded on a memorial in his home town of Bradford where his wife and young family were living, but his Commonwealth War Grave is here.
Although William died after the armistice, and not in action, he does still count as a war casualty. The First World War did not officially end until the Treaty of Versailles in June 1919, and he was a serving member of the forces at the time of his death. He was undoubtedly a war hero.
(My thanks to Joy Thomas who did much of this research)
James Harold Shore

James was born in Spitalfields, London in 1899, the son of James Shore and his wife Amelia Rees. James Shore was a brewer’s storekeeper, who was born in West Lavington. Amelia came from the Spitalfields area, they were married in London, and their four children were born there. James was their eldest child.

James went to work in Coventry as a clerk to the surveyor of taxes, from where he joined the Royal Warwickshire Regiment. He was killed in action on 14th April 1918 in Belgium. He is recorded on the Ploegsteert memorial, but has no known grave, and no known local memorial.

His father, having spent most of his adult life in London, appears to have moved back to West Lavington when his wife died. He died here in 1949, and James is remembered on his headstone in West Lavington cemetery.

So James Harold Shore may never have set foot in West Lavington, but he was undoubtedly one of our men. The Shore family have lived here for centuries, and there are still distant cousins of James living here now. He was also a distant cousin of Francis Alan Shore who is remembered on the memorial as a Second World War Casualty.

