WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7 MARCH 2013, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                            MINUTES
                                                                                   ACTION
Present: Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs M Diccox; Mrs J Ford; Mrs S             Gamble; Miss B Green; Mr M May; Mr M Page; Mr D Wood; Mr R. Gamble [WC].
Apologies:  Councillor: Mr T Jones.
Also present: Mr P Baxter(Clerk); Mrs Baxter; Mrs Collins; Mr Coxhead; PC Lawson & PCSO Nash [for part].


12/13/215
Declarations of interest


Mrs Gamble declared an interest as near neighbour to No.5 Duck Street, being the applicant of a Planning Application to be heard later.
12/13/216
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
12/13/217
Chairman’s Announcements


The Chairman reported receipt of the resignation from the Council of Miss Green, to take effect after this meeting.
12/13/218  Public participation


 Mr Coxhead rose to pay tribute to Miss Green’s contribution to the community in her time on the Council, and all joined in showing their appreciation.
12/13/219  Wiltshire Police Report


PC Lawson advised that no action was being pursued against the driver of a car that had broken through the fencing and entered the ditch near Black Dog crossroads. He also reported that there had again been a number of outbuilding break-ins, and urged householders to take security measures such as locking sheds, installing domestic CCTV, outside lighting and marking personal property. PCSO Nash was introduced to the Council as part of the Neighbourhood Policing Team. The query on the height of NHW signs remained unresolved.



     [PC Lawson & PCSO Nash left the meeting]
12/13/220
Co-option of new councillor


The Chairman introduced Mrs Collins, who had applied for the vacancy in the role of councillor. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr May, with all agreed, that Mrs Collins be co-opted to the Council. Mrs Collins signed the declaration of office, and took her seat, the Clerk presenting her with copies of the Code of Conduct and Standing Orders.
12/13/221 Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble referred to the further incident of a car entering the ditch on the A360 near Black Dog crossroads. Until the Coroner’s report is released into the previous collision, it is unlikely that further substantial work will be done to improve the location, however Mr Gamble noted that this latest incident in a series demonstrated an urgent need. 

Mr Gamble also reported that the interactive lights on Church St had been re-timed and that improved service may now be expected.                                  [Mr Gamble left the meeting]
12/13/222
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford referred to the report previously circulated, noting that Wiltshire Council were now corresponding with the owner of a property that had extended their garden across FP6, and that work was now being programmed to replace broken stiles across FP3 with kissing gates. Correspondence from a neighbour objecting to the local funding of this work was noted. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mr Wood, with all agreed that the cost of two kissing gates at £416 would be paid by this Council, in support of the overall programme planned by Wiltshire Council. The Clerk was asked to respond to the local resident.

The owner of a horse using FP15 had been located and reminded of the limited nature of this Right of Way. Alternative routes were now being investigated by the owner.


A local ‘vulnerable adult’ receiving carer support has volunteered to adopt a section of footpath and keep it trimmed. It was agreed to accept the offer, subject to a joint Risk Assessment of a suitable location and appropriate control and supervision being in place. It was further agreed that the volunteer should, in due course, be offered the historical title of “Honorary Lengthsman” in recognition of this contribution.
12/13/223
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group


The Clerk reported that an application had been formally made for the parish boundary to be designated as a Neighbourhood Planning Area, and whilst the initial content of the application had been rejected, a response was awaited on a revised submission. Mrs Gamble advised that the next Steering Group would be held on 20 March, and a further update would be available to the April Council meeting.
12/13/224 Draft Police and Crime Plan consultation


The Chairman referred to the previous circulation of this consultation and invited responses. The Council considered the plan to adequately reflect support for such schemes as Neighbourhood Watch and other forms of community involvement, but was concerned as to how such matters would be resourced. The Clerk was asked to send a response to the consultation reflecting the discussion.

12/13/225
Speed Indicator Device – B3098


Mr Wood reported on the metrocount data now published on the Area Board issues system, with the threshold reached for the installation of a Speed Indicator Sign. Mr Page proposed, and Mrs Gamble seconded, with all agreed that a request be made for a sign to be included in the Area-wide roster arrangements. The Clerk was asked to make the application, and Mr Wood noted that a request for a risk assessment that would authorise Community Speedwatch teams to operate in that area had also been made.

In response to questions, Mr Wood advised that the CSW team now consisted of 6 volunteers, all from Littleton Panell, and that recruitment was being encouraged in the News and Views magazine. He also advised that risk assessments had precluded the team operating at either the Duck Street or Rickbarton junctions. The Clerk undertook to raise the matter with the Police Beat Manager, who had previously agreed to make patrol visits to these locations.
12/13/226 Bus shelter public art

Mrs Ford reported receipt of proposed art work from members of the Youth Club, with a view to accepting one picture as the basis for an installation in the Lavington Lane shelter. The submissions were reviewed and one picture agreed. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mrs Collins and all agreed that the Youth Club be commissioned to pursue the project. Mr May undertook to liaise accordingly.
12/13/227
Robbers Stone


The Chairman reported receipt of a proposal from a local stonemason and conservator for the refurbishment of the Robbers Stone, setting out a scale of options open to the Council for a range of work and costs. The Clerk advised that the Stone was not the property of this Council, but that preliminary enquires had already been made with Wiltshire Council Highways and Conservation departments, both of whom were supportive of the work in principle, subject to costs being found. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr May and all agreed that Option 1 (limited cleaning and re-blacking of the ironwork faceplate) be accepted, as offered, on a materials cost only basis. The Clerk was asked to make the arrangements.
12/13/228
Village organisation reports

The report circulated was noted. Mr May reported that the Village Hall committee and working group would be meeting on Wednesday 13 March to discuss the redevelopment project. Mr May also reported on-going work to set up a community group for fundraising purposes, in support of Robert’s Playground refurbishment.

The Chairman questioned whether more village organisations might be encouraged to report on an occasional basis to the Parish Council. It was agreed that this invitation would be extended at the Annual Parish Meeting in May, preceded by a letter from the Chairman to all known organisations (Mrs Collins to supply the contact details).
12/13/229 Elections 2013


The Clerk reported receipt of information packs and guidance from Wiltshire Council.
12/13/230 Planning matters



The Clerk reported that one decision had been advised:

E/2012/01849/TCA The Old Horse & Jockey, 54 High Street, West Lavington - works to trees; approved with conditions.

Mrs Gamble repeated her interest in the following item and took no part in discussion or decision:

One application had been received after the agenda was published:

E/2013/0223/TCA Milton Brook House, 5 Duck Street, West Lavington – tree felling.


No objections were raised.
12/13/231
Disbursements


The following payments were also authorised:



Chq No





   £


1218     WALC  (Course)



  42.00



1219
    J Wildman (Footpath cut)


  80.00



1220     J Toogood  (Churchyard foliage)

  37.50



1221
   Clerks expenses



  38.80



1222
   HMRC (quarterly PAYE)


450.00



1223
   G Hale (Bus shelter repairs)


450.00



1224     F Coles (Bins Feb and March)

100.00

12/13/232
Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from NALC, and an invitation to participate in the Best Kept village competition. The invitation was declined. 

12/13/233
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be on 4 April 2013 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall. It was also agreed to hold the first meeting after the elections on 16 May, and for the Annual Parish Meeting to be convened for 24 May.
12/13/234
Items of Maintenance

Concern as expressed for the pothole in the entrance to the village Hall car park. Mr May undertook to approach a local contact able to give advice, and the Clerk was asked to approach DAPS school to explore sharing the costs of repair.
12/13/235
Key Messages

It was agreed that an article would be placed in News and Views on securing outbuildings and the forthcoming elections.
  The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

                                   Signed……………………………………………..……………. (Chairman) 4 April 2013
Village Organisation reports, March   2013 


  
                               Appendix

Minute 12/13/228 refers
Community Speedwatch
Community Speedwatch carried out five hours of monitoring during February, the extreme cold was a factor in the reduced number of hours, also some volunteers were unwell. The results of the sessions carried out are as follows:-

1677 vehicles passed our monitoring points

29 vehicles were recorded travelling in excess of 35mph but not more than 40 mph

8 vehicles were recorded travelling in excess of 40mph but not more than 50mph

The highest speed recorded was 48mph by a motor bike 

We have received the results of the Metro tapes installed on the B3098 between West Lavington and Little Cheverell and a request to the police to carry out a  risk assessment has been sent.

D Wood
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