WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PLAYGROUNDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 21 APRIL 2011, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL

                                                           MINUTES
                                                                        ACTION
Present: Councillors: Mrs E Evans; Mr M May; Mr M Page; Mr M Wadman.
                Non Council members: Mr A Duckett (for Worton & Cheverell Football Club)

Apologies: There were none.
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk)
11/12/001 Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Mr Page and Seconded by Mrs Evans that Mr May be the Chairman of the Committee. All agreed.

11/12/002 Election of Vice Chair
It was proposed by Mr May and Seconded by Mr Page that Mr Duckett be the Vice Chairman of the Committee. All agreed.

11/12/003 Declarations of interest

There were none.

11/12/004 Terms of Reference

The Clerk presented the terms as handed down from the full Council for the committee’s consideration. Para 8 was discussed with regard to the matters to be kept under review, it being recommend that reference to ‘playing fields’ be changed to grassed areas, and ‘improvements’ be added to the list. In all other respects the Terms of Reference were agreed.

11/12/005 Membership of the Committee
The Clerk advised that there remained two vacancies on the Committee, to be allocated to non-Council interested parties. After discussion, the Chairman undertook to approach representatives of Hedges House and the Children’s Playgroup, as potentially interested parties.
11/12/006 Review of assets and facilities in scope
The Committee noted the following list to be the matters in scope, which may be subject to addition or improvements in future:
Grounds and fences; two playgrounds and the equipment therein; BMX track; Youth shelter; Basketball hoop. The Committee recognised the football goalposts to be the property and concern of the Worton & Cheverell Football Club.
The Chairman moved to agenda item 10

11/12/007 Review of Service users

The Chairman led a discussion on the range of users of the facilities provided, and queried whether the informal arrangements for the use of the football pitches were meeting the needs of  both of the Clubs involved, their visitors, and the Council. Mr Duckett confirmed that there had been no issues arising, and members agreed that no recommendation was necessary to change current practices, although the situation would be kept under review.

Other recreational facilities were considered, the committee confirming that it wished to see as an inclusive a range of opportunity for all members of the community as reasonably practicable.
The Chairman returned to agenda item 8

11/12/008 Grounds Maintenance Policy

The Clerk explained the scope of the Grounds Maintenance contract, held with Wiltshire Council, and those other matters reserved to the football club for their own attention. The Committee recognised the improvements in quality to the grounds and that dog fouling was not as prevalent as it had once been. 

The Committee noted with concern that there had been reports of motor scooters riding in the grounds. A recommendation is to be made to the full Council that the Committee researches the provision of prohibition notices, and other forms of rule-based signage.

The Committee also heard that there is a tendency for the grassed area in the vicinity of the BMX track to become waterlogged. A recommendation is also to be made to the full Council that quotations are sought for the installation of drainage, with a view to seeking Area Board or similar grant funding.

The waste bin adjacent to the BMX track was noted as having been damaged. The Clerk was asked to investigate repair or replacement. 
11/12/009 Equipment maintenance and inspection

The Clerk explained the current arrangements for formal inspection of the playground equipment, and for repairing any faults reported. A recommendation to full Council is to be made that an outstanding fault to a roundabout be repaired.

The requirements of the Council’s insurers were also explained, and the offer of a new service from Wiltshire Council noted. The Clerk was asked to continue discussions and establish costs.

The Committee inspected the wooden logs in the Junior Playground and found them to be in a reasonable condition, but that their condition should remain under review as they aged.
(Mr Wadman left the meeting for a prior commitment).
11/12/010 Managing demand and costs
The Chairman noted that this item had been covered in previous discussion and could be closed.

11/12/011 Correspondence and circulars received
There were none.

11/12/012 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be on 21 July 2011. The Committee agreed that all meetings would be held on the third Thursday of the relevant month.

11/12/013 Items of maintenance

There were none.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm
Signed: ……………………………………………………… (Chairman) 21 July 2011
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